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RE. MENANGLE PARK – PROPOSED MASTER PLAN 

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT ON ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 
Proposal Description 
This Aboriginal Heritage Assessment has been prepared to support an amendment to Campbelltown Local 
Environmental 2015 (Campbelltown LEP 2015) in relation to the Menangle Park Urban Release Area (URA), 
which comprises of 898 hectares of land at Menangle Park.  The URA incorporates 498 ha of land owned or 
under the control of Dahua Group (Aust) Pty Ltd (Dahua) with the remaining area owned or under the 
control of other landowners. 
 
The URA was rezoned from rural land to urban purposes on 18 November 2017 to accommodate 
approximately 3,400 residential lots, a retail/commercial town centre, employment lands and community 
and recreational facilities. 
 
The proposed amendment builds upon the previous rezoning and associated Structure Plan to create a new 
sustainable, healthy and high quality residential community comprising: 

 5,250 dwellings (an increase of 1,850 dwellings); 

 a new major town centre comprising 30,000m² of retail / employment gross floor area; 

 a new neighbourhood centre (approximately 3,500m² of employment floor space); 

 a revised road and street network to provide better permeability throughout the site; 

 sporting fields and parks; 

 integrated passive recreation area within a riparian corridor network; 

 land for environmental conservation; 

 community facilities to support the proposed increase to the population; and 

 primary school. 
 
Kelleher Nightingale Consulting (KNC) has been engaged by Dahua to prepare an Aboriginal Heritage 
Assessment. The purpose of the report is to assess the potential harm to Aboriginal cultural heritage as the 
result of proposed development of Menangle Park to inform the proposed Master Plan. 
 
The Aboriginal Heritage Assessment has addressed the following local and state planning policies and plans: 

 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 
 
Land to which the planning proposal relates and the Structure Plan 
The land to which the proposed LEP amendment and planning proposal relates (the site) includes all land 
owned or under the control of Dahua and six (6) additional properties on the eastern side of Cummins Road 
owned or under the control of other landowners. The Structure Plan, as proposed to be amended, continues 
to relate to all land within the Menangle Park URA. 
 
For the purposes of Aboriginal Heritage Assessment an assessment of the proposal’s impact on the site and 
broader area has been undertaken as the potential impact of the proposal may extend beyond the 
boundaries of the master plan and / or land to which the planning proposal relates. 
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Figure 1. Subject Site 
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Aboriginal Heritage Assessment – Menangle Park Master Plan 

The proposed master plan and identified Aboriginal heritage constraints are shown on Figure 2. 
 
The master plan proposal will potentially impact 28 Aboriginal archaeological sites (Figure 2). The sites and 
associated development lands will require an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) prior to any impact 
to Aboriginal objects.  
 
Beyond the AHIP process, the sites are not a hindrance to the proposed development of Menangle Park. 
 
Part 6 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 provides specific protection for Aboriginal objects by 
establishing offences of harm. Harm is defined as destroying, defacing, damaging or moving an object from 
the land.  
 
There are a number of defences for harming an Aboriginal object.  One of the defences is that the harm was 
carried out under an AHIP.  
 
This report 1) identifies the Aboriginal constraints for the master plan area and 2) outlines the required 
process to obtain an AHIP prior to harming Aboriginal objects within the area. 
 
Desktop Assessment 

The proposed development area has been assessed in comprehensive Aboriginal heritage reports: 

 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd, May 2010. Archaeological Assessment of 
Indigenous Heritage Issues, Menangle Park Draft Structure Plan. Report prepared for APP 
Corporation Pty Ltd on behalf of Landcom and Campbelltown City Council. 

 Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd, September 2004. Additional Archaeological 
Assessment of Indigenous Heritage Issues, Menangle Park Rezoning. Report prepared for APP 
Corporation Pty Ltd on behalf of Landcom and Campbelltown City Council. 

 HLA-Envirosciences Pty Limited, May 2004. Indigenous Heritage Assessment, Menangle Park 
Rezoning. Report to APP Corporation Pty Ltd. 

 Niche Environment and Heritage, November 2013. Menangle Park Aboriginal Heritage Impact 
Assessment, Precinct 100, 200, 300, 400 and supporting infrastructure. Report to UrbanGrowth 
NSW. 

 Niche Environment and Heritage, May 2012. Menangle Park Aboriginal Heritage Impact 
Assessment, Precinct 600 Howes Creek. Report to UrbanGrowth NSW. 

 
The study area for the Menangle Park Rezoning and Urban Release Area reports encompassed the master 
plan area.  
 
Aboriginal Community Consultation 

Assessments to date have included detailed consultation with relevant Aboriginal stakeholders in 
accordance with Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) requirements. All Aboriginal community 
consultation will be completed in accordance with the OEH Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 
requirements for proponents 2010. 
 
Database Search (AHIMS) 

A search of the OEH Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) was conducted on 
12 October 2018 to identify any registered Aboriginal sites within the Menangle Park area (Appendix A).The 
AHIMS database search was conducted within the following coordinates (GDA, Zone 56): 

Easting:  0290550 - 0295060 
Northing: 6221330 - 6227780 
Number of records on AHIMS database: 105 

The AHIMS search identified 28 Aboriginal archaeological sites within the boundaries of the Menangle Park 
master plan area. The findings of the AHIMS search correlate with the findings of the detailed Aboriginal 
heritage assessments. 
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Figure 2. Subject Site with registered Aboriginal heritage sites 
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Impacts on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Aboriginal heritage desktop assessment identified 28 archaeological sites within the master plan area which 
may be impacted by the proposed works. Any impacted Aboriginal archaeological sites will require an 
Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) under section 90 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 prior 
to any impact. 
 

Process to Obtain an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit 

An AHIP will be required prior to harming Aboriginal objects associated with Menangle Park. KNC is currently 
in the process of obtaining the AHIP to facilitate Menangle Park development. The process to obtain an AHIP 
is detailed in the OEH guide: Applying for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit: Guide for applicants (2011).  
For the current proposal the process is as follows: 
 

Step 1 Concurrent with development application process 

 Ongoing consultation with the Aboriginal community in accordance with the OEH Aboriginal 
cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010; 

 Prepare an Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment report (CHAR) in accordance with the OEH 
Guide to investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW;  

 Obtain development approval. 

Step 2 Post development approval 

OEH generally only issue an AHIP after the proponent has obtained development approval. 

 Apply for an AHIP and attach copy of development approval; 

 Receive AHIP and comply with the permit conditions. 

 
Conclusion and Recommendations 

Aboriginal heritage assessment identified 28 archaeological sites within the master plan area (Figure 2). 
Impacted Aboriginal sites will require an AHIP prior to any impact. Beyond the AHIP process, the sites are 
not a hindrance to the proposed development of Menangle Park. 
 
KNC (on behalf of the proponent) has commenced Step 1 of the process to obtain an AHIP for the Aboriginal 
sites and lands associated with the proposed development area which includes the continued consultation 
with the Aboriginal community in accordance with OEH requirements. 
 
Once a development approval has been issued for the development area, the proponent will undertake Step 
2 of the process to obtain an AHIP. 
 
If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 9232 
5373 or email Matthew.Kelleher@knconsult.com.au 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Matthew Kelleher 
Director/Archaeologist 
 

mailto:Matthew.Kelleher@knconsult.com.au
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Appendix A AHIMS Search Results 
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